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with the eyes of the whole nation on the affairs of the
Company, and the passions and prejudices of almost
every man in England inflamed against the conduct
of the Company and the character of its servants ";
yet they engaged in the very practice which had
brought such odium on the Company, and on the
character of its servants, though they further say that
they had continually before their eyes the dread of for-
feiting the favor of their employers, and becoming the
" objects of popular invectives." The said Warren
Hastings himself says, at the very time when he pro-
posed the measure, " I must confess I entertain some
doubts as to its expediency at this time, from the cir-
cumstances of the Company at home, exposed to pop-
ular clamor, and all its measures liable to be can-
vassed in Parliament, their charter drawing to a close,
and his Majesty's ministers unquestionably ready to
take advantage of every unfavorable circumstance in
the negotiations of its renewal.'* All these consider-
ations did not prevent the said Warren Hastings from
making and carrying into execution the said merce-
nary agreement for a sum of money, the payment of
which the Nabob endeavored to evade on a construc-
tion of the verbal treaty, and was so far from being
insisted on, as it ought to have been, by the said War-
ren Hastings, that, when, after the completion of the
service, the commander-in-chief was directed to make
a demand of the money, the agent of the said War-
ren Hastings at the same time assured the Nabob
" that the demand was nothing more than matter of
form, common, and even necessary, in all public trans-
actions, and that, although the board considered the
claim of the government literally due, it was not the
intention of administration to prescribe to his Excel-